
  

Micah 6:8 is a summary of how God wants us to live: to do justice, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God… 

 What is biblical justice? 

The ultimate biblical definition is this: Live with people in right relationship and 
relate to people as God would have you relate to them. Conduct all 
relationships in family and society with fairness, generosity, and equity.  

The Hebrew word for righteous is also translated as justice. We are 
“righteous” when we are right with God and therefore committed to putting 
right all other relationships in life. This is one aspect of justice – note there is 
huge emphasis on relationships.  This is why the word SOCIAL justice is often 
used.  

Biblical justice is also giving people what they are due – whether punishment, 
protection or care – and whilst this includes all people, God emphasizes the 
vulnerable. Vulnerable people in the Bible are the widows, orphans, refugees, 
the poor – those without provision protection and power – commonly called 
the quartet of the vulnerable. 

As we do these things, we begin to reweave the broken fabric of our society.  
We bring shalom, which means more than just peace but also delight, joy and 
God’s flourishing. 

Doing justice then includes a range of activities – from simple fair and honest 
dealings with people in daily life (living in right relationship with people), to 
regular, radically generous giving of your time and resources (to care for or 
protect vulnerable people), to activism and advocacy. 

WHY do justice? The biblical mandate  

Because God’s character includes a zeal for justice (Isaiah 58, Luke 10 – who 

is my neighbour?) 

God deeply identifies with vulnerable people. Tim Keller makes this sobering 

statement in his book Generous Justice: “You may think you have a very 

close connection to God – but these texts are saying if you don’t love the poor 

you don’t have the relationship you think you have because justice is the 

index of real faith, of a real relationship with God, of the real spiritual condition 

of your heart.” 



 

Because of God’s grace  

When we reach out for God, we reach asking him to save us – with the hand 

of a beggar – in the sense that we have nothing to contribute except our sin. 

This is grace. God forgives us, adopts us and pours onto us spiritual riches 

that last for eternity. Salvation begins with us recognizing our spiritual poverty 

which is why it says blessed are the poor in spirit. When we grasp that we are 

people who had nothing to offer God and yet he reached out to us, in the 

same way we will reach out to people who have nothing to offer us 

 

Because we want to be more like Jesus 

Some examples of how Jesus lived social justice: In his incarnation he moved 

in with the poor. He lived ate and associated with the socially marginalized. 

He raised the son of a poor widow. He showed the greatest respect to the 

immoral woman who was a social outcast. Jesus spoke with woman in public 

– something that a man with any standing in society would not have done. He 

resisted the sexism of his day, and the racism of his culture by making a 

hated Samaritan the hero of one his most famous parables. He showed 

special concern for children despite the belief at the time that they were not of 

much worth… 

 

Because ALL PEOPLE are made in His image 

In Genesis 1, the Bible teaches that the sacredness of God has in some way 

been imparted to humanity so that every human life is sacred and every 

human being has dignity. When God put his image on us, we became beings 

of infinite worth, inestimable value. Psalm 145: 9, 17 says that God loves all 

that He has made. He loves even those who turn away from Him (Ezekial 

33:11). 

 

Because we are stewards not owners 

Psalm 24:1 says “The earth is the lords and everything in it.” God gave 

humanity authority over the world’s resources but not ownership. We are like 

fund managers who have been entrusted with blessings to invest for God’s 

glory. 

 


